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Intentional Preparation 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


Greetings Southeast Conference of the United 
Church of Christ! | cannot believe it is already the 
middle of November! The end of the Church 
Calendar Year, which starts with Advent, is quickly 
upon US. 


That week before we flip the page on the church 
calendar and lean our way toward Christmas is an 
important one. This coming Sunday is Reign of Christ 
Sunday. Scripture reminds us that God is the Alpha 
and Omega; that one who is like a human being is 
coming with the clouds of heaven; that Jesus’ reign is 
both more than and beyond our worldly understanding. The texts boldly 
proclaim the immense and infinite expanse of God who was and is and is 
yet to come and the incredible breadth and depth of God's relationship 
with humanity through Christ Jesus. Christ is our history, our reality, and 
our promise of what is yet to come. 


During that week before Advent, which calls us into that season of 
preparation, is a day that has many implications in our nation. Thanksgiving 
Day is traditionally marked by celebratory gatherings and not-incredibly- 
accurate accountings of the relationship between the people who are 
indigenous to this land and those of us and our ancestors who came 
primarily from the European continent. We speak of a “great feast” between 
the Native Americans and the Pilgrims, often marking it with our own feasts 
with family and friends. Yet we gloss over the controversial reality of 
conquest, inhumane treatment, slaughter, terror, and complete dismissal 
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foisted upon those people who had been here long before the European 
settlers ever set foot on North American soil. 


Whether you choose to treat Thanksgiving as a holiday or ignore it, | 
encourage all of us to approach it with intentionality. When we share the 
stories with one another, share the real stories, not the embellished 
narrative filled with docile images and cultural appropriation. Talk about 
the ways that we who are of European descent are not the gracious 
benefactors in most cases, but the brazen invaders who stole life and 
liberty from the people who are native to this land, as well as others who 
we kidnapped from their own homes into slavery or who came here 
seeking a new life, dragging them away from their homes and degrading 
and brutalizing them. Take time on this iconic day that still divides us to 
grapple with both our history and our current reality. Talk together, as 
family, friends, and communities, about what we can do, must do, will do as 
followers of Christ and children of God, to move change forward. 
Acknowledge the evil that we have produced to cause pain and suffering 
and heartache and death to those upon whom it has been inflicted. And 
seek ways to make atonement, faithfully and openly, to help bridge the gap 
and honor our siblings who have for so long been dishonored. 


Together, may we prepare for the new Church Year in a way that has 
impact and moves, step by step, closer to justice for those people upon 
whom injustice has been heaped for centuries and is yet still today. 


May God guide us, and may we listen! 


News from the Conference Office 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
Greetings and blessings, 


In the midst of this season of THANKSGIVING/GIVING 
THANKS, we are so grateful for all the ways that GOD 
continues to bless us! We give thanks for all the ways 
that YOU continue to bless this SOUTHEAST 
CONFERENCE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


Psalm 95:1-5 reads: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord! 
Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. Let 
us come before HIS presence with Thanksgiving; let 
us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. For the Lord is 
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the great GOD, and the great King above all gods. In his hands are the great 
places of the earth’ the heights of the hills are His also. The sea is His, for he 
made it; and His hands firmed the dry land. Selah 


We congratulate our Transforming Churches Transforming Lives Cycle Two 
grants awards recipient, Garden of Grace UCC, Columbia, SC where the Rev. 
Marianna Harrelson is the pastor. Please keep that congregation in prayer 
as they continue to promote Respite and reconciliatory healing during this 
season of pandemic. 


We are so grateful for all the ways that you continue to consider it not 
robbery and support this Southeast Conference United Church of Christ, it’s 
missions and ministries. 


Looking forward to the time that we can worship together, in person. I'm so 
excited about being with you all in person, in worship and fellowship as we 
will once again “BREAK BREAD TOGETHER “. 


Love, peace and blessings, as we continue to journey... TOGETHER, 


Be safe, 
Min. Carrole 


Celebrating the Installation of Rev. Haley Lerner 


The Southeast Conference Celebrated with the Presbyterian Student Center 
at the University of Georgia the Installation of Rev. Haley Lerner last 
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Tuesday, November 9, 2021. Rev. Will Norman, Executive Campus Minister 
of the PSC preached and the students of the PSC were joined in their 
celebration with members of the PSC Board and Members of Kirkwood 
United Church of Christ, Rev. Haley’s home congregation. Rev. Haley serves 
as the Campus Minister as part of the exciting partnership between the 
Southeast Conference and the Northeast Georgia Presbytery. You can learn 
more about the PSC and the ministry happening there here: 
https://pscuga.org/denominations 


Invitation to an Ecclesiastical Council 


The Commission on Ministry of the Southeast Conference invites you to 
the Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Barbara Dickason on Wednesday 
evening, November 17 at 6 pm Eastern on Zoom. Rev. Dickason is 
requesting standing in the UCC through the Privilege of Call process and 
currently is authorized by the Church of the Brethren. The Ecclesiastical 
Council is the last step for individuals seeking Authorization as an Ordained 
Minister in the United Church of Christ. You can register to attend Rev. 
Dickason's Ecclesiastical Council here. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for November 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, November 16, 23, 30 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, November 18 - 12:00 p.m. Eastern (11:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean at 
HeartSongjean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church 
Leaders 
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e Monday, November 22 - 7 pm Eastern/6 pm Central 
Many churches are moving to in-person worship. This is an 
opportunity to learn about each other's experiences, 
recommendations, etc. We invite all Moderators, Church Leaders, and 
Clergy to be part of the conversation. REGISTER 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2021. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of November 21 


King’s Chapel UCC; Alpine, Georgia 
Ashley Cleere 

Robert Johnson 

James Schwarzlose 

Irvin Whitley 

Lawrence R. Wood 


Week of November 28 


The United Church; Huntsville, Alabama 
Elizabeth Clement 

Lou Kavar 

Rebecca Seldomridge 

Scott Williamson 

Haley Lerner 
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Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Holy Trinity 
Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, 
Clemson SC 


News from the Wider Church 


GIVING 
TUESDAY 


Together 
we give. 


November 30, 20721 


Giving Tuesday is Tuesday, November 30 


This Giving Tuesday, the United Church of Christ invites you to put love into 
action as we care for God's creation and advance climate justice. Your 
donation will support two organizations that are laboring for environmental 
justice: Honor the Earth and the UCC Council on Climate Justice UCC 
Council for Climate Justice. 70% of your donation will be directed to Honor 
the Earth and 30% to the UCC Council for Climate Justice This Giving 
Tuesday, our goal is $150,000. All gifts to Giving Tuesday campaign are tax- 
deductible. 


What is Giving Tuesday? Celebrated on the Tuesday following U.S. 
Thanksgiving, and fueled by the power of social media and collaboration, 
Giving Tuesday inspires millions of people across the globe to show up and 
give to causes and issues that matter to them. 
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UCC Musicians Association Free 90-Day Trial Offer 


The UCCMA has introduced a new trial membership for those who want to 
take a peek at their offerings before committing. This is a one-time chance 
for new individuals to check them out for free. Visit their website for details: 
Wwww.uccma.org. 


Trainings and Conferences 
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BRCC Winter Youth Retreat~ January 14-17, 2022 
With continued COVID-19 mitigation efforts, the efforts of our churches, 
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and the staff at the Blowing Rock Conference Center, we are pleased to 
announce that we will be holding WYR 2022. This year's theme and 
conversations will be focusing on our relationship with the earth and how 
God calls for us to care for all creation. 


Our friends from Alathea will be joining us for a weekend of storytelling, 
experiential education, service, and of course fun in the snow on January 
14-17, 2022. Registration is now open. Group Leaders, please click here to 
participant's information. (Both forms need to be completed and ONE 
check mailed to BRCC.) 


The early registration fee until December 1, 2021, is $185.00. All 
registrations after December 1, 2021, will be $200.00. We look forward to 
seeing you on the mountain. 


Chapter, Verse, and Season: A Lectionary Podcast 


The Yale Divinity School is pleased to announce the launch of a new 

Study” on November 22, 2021. Chapter, Verse, and Season gives listeners the 
opportunity to overhear the kinds of conversations that take place in the 
halls of Yale Divinity School. Each week, professors from different 
disciplines chat about biblical texts from the Revised Common Lectionary. 
They bring their own interests to the table and hopefully spark new insights 
into the scripture appointed for the coming Sunday. 


Conference Calendar 


November 16 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


November 17 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm EST 
Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Barbara Dickason 


November 18 @ 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


November 22 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 
Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church Leaders 


November 23 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
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November 30 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 


View the full calendar of events online: https: 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwoodé 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@sex 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cr 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dhar 
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